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Dear ECMEA Students: 

 

On behalf of all the teachers, administrators, and adjudicators involved in ECMEA, I’d like to congratulate you on 

being accepted to the ECMEA Senior High All-County Festival.  The quality of the ECMEA ensembles in known 

throughout New York State, and you should be proud to have been selected after your careful preparation for the 

quartet auditions. 

 

As your co-chairperson, I certainly am looking forward to meeting you all at the 2019 Festival at UB.  As you know, 

the All-County Chorus will be under the direction of Dr. Z. Randall Stroope, and internationally recognized choral 

conductor, adjudicator, composer, clinician, and professor.  We are truly honored to welcome him to the Western 

New York region for this year’s ECMEA All-County Festival  The co-chair of our ensemble is Ms. Jennifer Mernitz 

of Grand Island High School. 

 

Here are some things that are expected of you before you arrive at the festival:   

 

 You must number the measures in all of your music. 
 

 Please bring a black choral folder with you to UB.  They will be used in performance. 

 

 Your packet of music includes borrowed octavos from many different locations, primarily the ECMEA 

library.  This music needs to be appropriately returned, so your care and consideration to keep it in good 

condition and return it at the appropriate time (at the festival) is greatly appreciated.   

 

 Concert attire: ALL BLACK!  Long black Concert Dress, shoes for Women, Black pants, shoes and black 

button-down shirt for men.   

 

 You will find a name tag when you arrive at UB-Baird Recital Hall, which will indicate your seat.  You 

must wear that at all times of the festival. 

 

 As per ECMEA policy, you cannot miss any portion of the rehearsals at UB for any reason.  There are no 

exceptions to this policy, for any reason. 

 

 Let us disconnect from our electronic lives during the rehearsal process.  No cellphone use will be 

permitted during the rehearsal process.  There will be a few breaks.  You can “check-in” at that time. 

 

 Tickets for the Concert are $5, and can be purchased in the lobby of Slee Hall on the UB campus one hour 

prior to the performance. 

 

If you have any questions, feel free to e-mail me at: 

Jpomietlarz@amherstschools.org or call me at 362-8100 ext. 8351.   

 

Once again, CONGRATULATIONS – see you in March at the University at Buffalo – Slee/Baird Hall. 

 

Most respectfully yours, 

 

 

 

 

Justin T. Pomietlarz  

 

mailto:Jpomietlarz@amherstschools.org


About Z. Randall Stroope 
 

 

Z. Randall Stroope is an American composer, 

conductor and lecturer. He has had recent conducting 

engagements in Hong Kong, Rome, Barcelona, 

Singapore, Canterbury Cathedral (England), Berliner 

Dom (Germany), Salzburger Dom (Austria), St. John 

(Canada), Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 

(Washington, D.C.), Carnegie Hall (New York), and 

nine performances for Mass at the Vatican. He is also 

the Artistic Director for two summer music festivals 

in Europe.  

 

Randall’s composition teachers were Cecil Effinger 

and Normand Lockwood, both students of the famous 

French teacher/composer, Nadia Boulanger (student 

of Gabriel Fauré). Principal publishers of his 170 

works are Oxford University Press, Alliance Music Publications (Houston), Walton Music 

(Chicago), Santa Barbara Music Press (California), and Colla Voce (Indiana). His shorter choral 

works — best known of which are Conversion of Saul, Lamentaciones de Jeremias, Amor de mi 

Alma, Christi Mutter, We Beheld Once Again the Stars, Go Lovely Rose, The Pasture, 

Revelation, Homeland, I Am Not Yours, Caritas et Amor, Song to the Moon, and Inscription of 

Hope — have sold four million copies. His choral cycle — Four Sonnets of Garcilaso de la Vega 

(which contains Amor de mi alma) is also one of his most performed works.  

 

Extended works include Hodie! (This Day) for mixed chorus, brass/organ/percussion, Carmina 

Pax (a 30′ work premiered in 2018), for mixed chorus, orchestra, boy soloist, and baritone, 

American Rhapsody for mixed chorus and brass quintet or strings, and his solo song cycle, 

Love’s Waning Seasons. He has published many instrumental works, including Fanfare 

(brass/percussion/organ) and Amor de mi alma (wind ensemble).  

 

Randall is particularly drawn to the poetry of Sara Teasdale, George Herbert, Rainer Maria 

Rilke, James Agee and Robert Frost. Recordings of his works can be heard through social media 

and his website (zrstroope.com). 

 

As a guest conductor, Randall directed 20 summer international music festivals in England, 

Germany, Canada, Ireland, Spain and Italy, and conducted 44 American all-state choirs.  He also 

taught lead summer sessions for FENIARCO (Italy) in 2017 and 2018. 

 

Born in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Stroope completed a Master of Music (Voice Performance) 

degree at the University of Colorado Boulder, and Doctor of Musical Arts (Choral Conducting) 

degree at Arizona State University.  He did post graduate work with Margaret Hillis, Chorus 

Master of the Chicago Symphony. As a recipient of the Australian-American Fulbright, he has 

also done work in western Australia.  

 

He and his wife, Cheryl (a junior high choral teacher), love to travel and spend time with their 

sheltie. 


